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“The Gory Scene: Image captures the state of a typical abattoir in North-Central, Nigeria… 
The abattoir plays a central role in the livelihood of several people as a source of primary 
income and nutrition, but may also serve as a platform for the transmission of zoonoses 
and food-borne diseases as illustrated in this picture.” 

– Captured by Baasim Borokini (Nigeria)

AT A GLANCE (EXECUTIVE SUMMARY)

About the Program
Arts for One Health is an initiative developed by One Health and Development 
Initiative (OHDI) that uses artistic expression, particularly photography, to simplify 
One Health Messaging and raise awareness. It translates complex concepts into 
accessible, culturally relevant narratives, promoting engagement and 
understanding of One Health challenges through visual storytelling.

Where We Worked
The Art for One Health Initiative spanned Africa, Europe, and Asia, with participants 
hailing from countries such as


Nigeria, Kenya, India, Egypt, Ghana, Ethiopia, Belarus, Pakistan, Zimbabwe, etc.
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WH AT WE DID (OUR APPROACH, DESIGN & IMPLEMENTATION)

Key Activities
Digital Photo Competitions


Two cycles of the One Health Photo Competition were implemented, each with a 
defined thematic focus – Cycle 1 centred on broad One Health themes and Cycle 2 
centred on Food Security and Livelihoods.



Open Call for Artistic Submissions

Adopting a digital and open-call–based approach, amateur and professional 
photographers/illustrators were invited to submit original photographs 
accompanied by short narratives explaining the One Health message conveyed by 
their work.
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Online Showcasing and Dissemination

Selected submissions were shared through OHDI digital channels to promote 
awareness, dialogue, and engagement around One Health issues.
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Winner of the First One Health Photo Competition – Captured by Abdulafiz Shittu (Nigeria)

“A slaughterman is washing cow tripe in a stream that receives untreated abattoir effluent. 
This is surrounded by a vegetable farm where daily activities such as laundry and sand-
fetching takes place. The use of contaminated water for agricultural purposes is hazardous 
to the consumers of the vegetables and meat.”

Winner of the Second One Health Photo 
Competition – Captured by Hope Jummy 
(Nigeria)

“In my locality, Guinea pigs are gradually 
going into extinction. However, I was 
opportuned to come across these cute 
fellows, so I chose to domesticate them 
and they are really thriving well in my 
compound full of lush grasses.”
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IM PACT AT A GLANCE

119 

participants in the 

photo competitions.

26 

countries 

represented.

121 

photo entries 

received.

22 

art pieces 

showcased.

PHO TO GALLERY

“A man is ethical only when life, as such, is 
sacred to him.” – Captured by Hashim 
Hosni (Egypt)



“A little girl cleans up garbage in the forest 
at an environmental event. A healthy 
planet; a healthy society; a healthy future; 
and healthy thoughts" – Captured by 
Mikhail Kapychka (Belarus)
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“The foods we eat have great effects on our health and quality of life. Conservative 
environmental practices are essential for good health and well-being.” – Captured by 
Believe Ojochenemi Obafaiye (Nigeria)

“We see a rural community of Ogun State where the water serves as means of 
transportation for local fishermen and commuters. We can find plastic waste and refuse 
dumped at the side of the river which may result in flooding or disease outbreak to the 
people living within the community.” – Captured by Akinjise Daniel (Nigeria)
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“We are in the era of the Corona virus 
pandemic and we have a lot of health 
workers in the frontline fighting the 
pandemic, the best we can do as story 
tellers is to show the world the effort of 
health workers in seeing the end of this 
pandemic.” – Captured by Lawunna 
Yilwada (Nigeria)

“Nature has placed animals in their best 
places and natural habitats. Let us not 
disturb this beauty of nature.” – Captured 
by Maryam Ramza (Pakistan)
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“The health message I am passing across is to show that the peace of our bodies is in our 
hands. We should concentrate on protecting the green things around us and should feed 
on them. Lets Be Vegan, Go Green and make Peace with our environment and our bodies” 
– Captured by Ngwa Damaris Ngum (Cameroon)

“Human littering exposes defenseless animals to dangerous substances. This transmits to 
diseases to the consumers of flesh from the animals too” – Captured by Mercy 
Mangwana Mubayiwa (Zimbabwe)
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“Sometimes we tend to forget how 
important insects are to us. Just a single 
bee pollinating a flower of a crop, can go a 
long way in determining how well that crop 
will produce. In a way, we do rely on them 
and we need to appreciate them more.” 

– Captured by Gbekele Osho (Nigeria)

“The elbow hand shake is a depiction of the 
“new normal” we have to live with now to 
stop/reduce the spread of covid19 even as 
we go about our daily lives.” – Captured by 
Evelyn Ugbe (Nigeria)
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“Smoking Out Dengue: Dengue has been a problem in India for centuries. In the 30’s there 
was no aspect of life in the country that was not affected by dengue or malaria. During the 
latter parts of nineteen & early twentieth centuries, nearly one-fourth of India's population 
suffered from dengue & other forms of mosquito diseases… This picture shows an NGO 
worker using fogging treatment in a stable to reduce dengue & others mosquito diseases 
at New Delhi in India” – Captured by Sourav Karmakar (India)

“The ‘Midday Meal Scheme’ is the largest school meal programme in the world 
implemented by the Government of India to improve the nutritional status of school 
children nationwide. The program has supplied free lunches to 120,000,000 children in 
over 1,265,000 schools & education guarantee scheme centers.” – Captured by Sourav 
Karmakar (India)
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“Appreciating the role women play on 
agricultural land, in line with women's triple 
roles, especially in Africa, where a large 
percentage of agriculture labour is 
provided for by women, who ensure their 
families are well fed from the variety of 
farm products, including livestock and food 
crops.” – Captured by Waithera (Kenya)

“As the sun sets in Kanta, the clouds come together to herald rain showers for the crops.” 
– Captured by Sammy (Nigeria)


HDI
ONE HEALTH & DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE

12

“Katydids concealment served no purpose. If they don’t get the greens, what greens would 
be left for man or animals? Life is not black and white; add some green tinge to it. Go 
green and save the green!” – Captured by Prejit Nambiar (India)


“Awash River flooding has displaced more 
than 144,000 persons in Afar Regional State 
in Ethiopia. It has forced people into 
hunger, caused poor health and hygiene, 
contaminated drinking water with 
hazardous chemicals and wastage 
products, affected and killed animals, 
affected their farming land, crops and their 
environment too.” – Captured by Mustefa 
Geda (Ethiopia)
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“Fish caught in the Atlantic Ocean by local fishermen in Cape Coast, Ghana. The Earth 
and its waters sustain the very survival of humanity. How the environment is treated 
determines the fate of humanity.” – Captured by King David Dzirasah (Ghana)

“Food insecurity is a major problem that 
many households are facing today, 
especially those from the urban slums and 
informal settlements. But still in the city 
and towns people can have their 
vegetables planted in a sack and can be 
used for feeding the family comfortably. I 
advocate for people to have at least one 
sack for planting their vegetables: the kale 
and spinach together with onions and the 
African night shade to achieve a balanced 
diet since vegetables are most important 
in our diets.” – Captured by Laura 
Nyangeri (Kenya)
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“A small-holder farmer in Laikipia working with community women to dry maize. This 
ensures it's safe from aflatoxin before selling to maize millers.” – Captured by Rahab 
Gakuru (Kenya)

WH AT CHANGED

Key Outcomes
Increased exposure to One Health -related themes among participants.

Fostered attitudinal openness and social storytelling around shared One Health 
challenges.

Increased visibility of local realities related to food security, environmental health, 
and livelihoods.

Emerging awareness of the interconnectedness between human, animal, and 
environmental health.


The Arts for One Health initiative offered practical insights into participant 
engagement, highlighting the need for clearer guidance, thematic framing, and 
structured learning components in future arts-based One Health activities.
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L OOKING AHEAD

What’s Next
Following the success of the first two cycles of the Arts for One Health program, 
OHDI is set to design and launch the first 2026 Arts for One Health cycle, featuring 
multiple artistic formats and clear thematic guidance aligned with OHDI 
priorities, as well as Identifying and engaging external partners (artists, cultural 
organizations, youth networks, universities, and media partners) to support co-
creation, outreach, and dissemination.

www.onehealthdev.org

info@onehealthdev.org

One Health and 
Development Initiative

@onehealthdev
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